
Fremantle businesses and community groups  
can support sick children — and have a ball at  
the same time — by joining in the fun of the  
2009 Purple Haze Party!

By holding a great Purple Haze Party, you can  
win a Corporate Box to Fremantle Football  
Club’s Starlight Purple Haze Game and the  
chance to take 10 guests to Fremantle Ports’ 
Purple Haze Breakfast, where you will meet  
the Fremantle Purple Haze player ambassadors.

The annual Starlight Purple Haze Game is at 
Subiaco on Sunday 29 March when Fremantle plays 
the Western Bulldogs, with bouncedown at 4.10pm.

This year we are asking for your help to raise 
additional funds by holding your own Purple  
Haze Party with your friends, at your workplace, 
school or at your community group on Friday  
20 March.

As anchor sponsor of the game, Fremantle Ports 
needs your support to help the Fremantle Football 
Club beat last year’s record of $40,621 raised for 
the Starlight Children’s Foundation.

Your Purple Haze Party can be anything from  
a “dress purple day” to a purple-themed  
morning tea. Other ideas can be found at  
www.fremantlefc.com.au in the events section. 

To hold a Purple Haze Party, register by email at 
purplehazeparty@fremantlefc.com.au

Thanks to Fremantle Ports and the Fremantle 
Football Club, every registration which raises over 
$300 on 20 March will go into the draw to win a 
Corporate Box for six people and $300 worth of 
catering for the Starlight Purple Haze Game.

The winner also gets 10 tickets to Fremantle 
Ports’ Purple Haze Breakfast on Thursday  
26 March.

“This is our fourth year as anchor sponsor and 
we’re aiming for another record,” Fremantle  
Ports CEO Chris Leatt-Hayter said. “The support 
from the shipping community and other  
business partners has contributed to the 
successful outcomes.

“Fremantle Ports staff have shown in the past 
three years that they love to help seriously ill 

children and their families, through rattling tins 
before the game and attending a Purple Haze  
staff breakfast. And we’re looking forward to  
it again this year.”
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Let’s paint the town purple!
Left: Rob Woodrow, Dorothy Wardale (centre) 
and Linda Hardinge get ready for a purple party

Fremantle Ports’ Hannah Fritchley (L) rattles a tin at last year’s 
Starlight Purple Haze Game with her twin sister Rebecca Perrie

Win a footy 
clinic for 100 
students
Schools can win a footy clinic 
conducted by Fremantle Football 
Club players for 100 students.  
Just hold a Purple Haze Party, 
morning tea, art competition 
or free-dress (purple) day and 
register your school by email at 
purplehazeparty@fremantlefc.com.au

Schools report
(see page 4 for story and more photographs)



“The coastline is 
very important,” 
said Elaine. 
“All of the 
information 
collected by our 
group is sent to 
the Department  
of Environment 
and Conservation,  
and Belinda 
Cannell,  
who studies  
the metropolitan 
population of little 
penguins, looks at 
our data.”

Elaine also does voluntary seagrass replanting 
through Murdoch University, and turtle 
monitoring near Exmouth and Port Hedland.

Fremantle Ports has provided various sponsorships 
for the seagrass monitoring group since 2003.
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Environmental monitoring work undertaken 
by a Rockingham volunteer group has been 
recognised at an international seagrass  
biology conference.

The Rockingham Bays Seagrass Monitoring 
Group has been monitoring seagrass in the 
Shoalwater Marine Park since 2002.

Long-term member Elaine Christy presented 
a poster on the group’s work to the 8th 
International Seagrass Biology Workshop  
at Canada’s Vancouver Island last year.

“The conference was extremely interesting 
and people were very interested in what our 
voluntary group did and what we had achieved,” 
Elaine said. 

“Ours is the only successful voluntary group  
we know of that is monitoring a discrete 
seagrass system.”

She said group members also reported regularly 
on boating and recreational activities in the 
Shoalwater Marine Park.

Community in brief
• 	 Fremantle Ports provided support for 

the Gimme Shelter Business After Hours 
Sundowner at Fremantle Arts Centre on 20 
February, the day before the Gimme Shelter 
concert. Together, the two events raised 
$80,000 for St Patrick’s Community Support 
Centre, which provides services for homeless 
people in Fremantle. This was double the 
amount raised by the first concert last year.

• 	 Fremantle Ports staff donations to the 
Victorian Bushfire Appeal totalled $12,550, 
which was matched by Fremantle Ports, 
resulting in a cheque for $25,100.

• 	 Fremantle Ports was again a gold sponsor  
of the Coogee Jetty to Jetty swim, which  
was held on Sunday 8 March. The event is 
organised by Cockburn Masters Swimming 
Club (www.cockburnmasters.org.au)

• 	 Fremantle-based arts organisations Deckchair 
Theatre and the Film and Television Institute 
(Bohemia outdoor cinema) have received 
sponsorship from Fremantle Ports.

• 	 The Great Toad Muster held in September  
and October last year at Auvergne and  
Bullo River stations in the Northern  
Territory resulted in 69,123 toads  
being removed. Fremantle Ports was a 
corporate sponsor. More information  
is available at www.stopthetoad.org.au

The Fremantle Ports Swim Thru 2008, held at 
South Beach in December, raised about $5000  
for St Patrick’s Community Support Centre 
and the Freo Street Doctor. Event organisers 
Fremantle Aussie Masters Swimming Club (the 
Freo Fins) also donated 12 native trees to offset 
the 3.01 tonnes of C02 the club calculated the 
Swim Thru created. Fremantle Ports is the major 
sponsor of this annual event.

Professor Uwe Rudolf (left), Fremantle Ports’ Manager 
External Affairs, Ainslie de Vos, and students from  
Luther College over look the Inner Harbour

Fremantle Ports’ Steve Wade presents first female  swimmer, Melissa Benson, with her prize 

Alec Millett (2nd from right) and World Ships  
Society members

Elaine Christy with a conference 
program 

Sixteen students from Iowa’s Luther College 
visited Fremantle in January as part of a 
regular tour of businesses on the Pacific Rim.

And while Fremantle isn’t on the Pacific  
Rim, Professor Uwe Rudolf was so impressed 
by Fremantle Ports on a visit to various 
Australian ports some years ago that he  
now makes Fremantle the only Australian  
port of call in the college’s regular tours.

“Fremantle is very well organised and 
professionally run,” Professor Rudolf said.  
“It’s a good place to bring our business 
students to learn first-hand what factors  
need to be taken into account by a large, 
public organisation run on commercial principles.

Green Swim Thru boosts charities

Seagrass monitors feted at international conference

US college students visit ‘favourite port’
“The thing that most interests the students 
 is how much advance strategic planning goes  
into preparing the Port of Fremantle to meet  
the needs of its customers, extending as far as  
30 years ahead, and the scale of planning for  
what to outsiders would seem just a gateway 
through which goods pass.

“And the welcome we receive is always warm  
and full of interesting information.”

Also visiting the Inner Harbour in January were  
16 members of the Fremantle branch of the 
World Ships Society who were given a special  
tour of the signal station by Vessel Traffic  
Manager Alec Millet.

Sharon Pennefather, Andrea Lange and  

Renette Clementson after the swim
Photos by John Nettleton Photography



Adding value in  
tough times
The new Chief 
Executive Officer 
of Fremantle Ports, 
Chris Leatt-Hayter, 
has emphasised  
the importance  
of staff working 
to meet customer 
needs as the  
world economic 
crisis tightens.

He said all ports 
would be affected 
by the difficult 
economic times.

“Things are going to be tougher for everyone 
this year. To help our customers we’ll focus 
closely on the things that matter most.  
We’ll be flexible where necessary to meet  
the changing business environment and look  
for new opportunities,” he said.

“And we will have a ‘can-do’ corporate culture 
that focuses on adding value for our customers 
as well as for our community.”

Chris Leatt-Hayter, who has qualifications 
in economics, fills the vacancy left by Kerry 
Sanderson who is now Agent General for 
Western Australia, based in London.

Mr Leatt-Hayter was previously Fremantle 
Ports’ General Manager Strategic and 
Commercial Development.

Before joining Fremantle Ports in 1992 he 
worked in the State Treasury and later the  
WA Department of Transport.
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Harbour Master champions seafarer training

Captain Atkinson brings Harbour Masters conference to WA

consolidate their 
knowledge, so I’m 
keen to set up a peer-
support mentoring 
program to give  
young seafarers  
access to the 
wealth of sea-going 
experience available  
in an organisation  
like The Company  
of Master Mariners,  
with which I have an association.”

With his encouragement, WA port authorities 
have supported the development of a new training 
course by Challenger TAFE and the Australian 
Marine Pilots Association to focus on the needs of 
pilots and port management. The course has been 
approved by the National Training Framework and 
Fremantle Ports has employed one maritime trainee.

Fremantle Ports’ Harbour Master, Captain Allan 
Gray, is concerned about the declining number 
of young people going to sea and has become a 
strong voice to encourage more people to work  
in the maritime industry.

“Australia is experiencing a shortage in skilled 
labour in many industry sectors and the maritime 
sector is no exception,” he said.

“Whilst the seagoing sector is struggling to  
attract new recruits, Fremantle Ports and 
regulatory sectors of the maritime industry  
have traditionally sourced their skilled people 
such as pilots, harbour masters and operational 
managers directly from the seagoing sector.

“This cannot currently be supported and it is 
time for the industry to consider less traditional 
streams of training to meet future demand.

“One difficulty is that the speed at which seafarers 
are being promoted does not allow them to 

Seafaring experts from around the world will meet 
in Perth in May next year for the 7th International 
Harbour Masters Congress, an event for which 
recently retired Fremantle Ports Harbour Master 
Captain Eric Atkinson is the linchpin.

The conference will attract about 150 delegates, plus 
40 partners and 60 exhibitors. Delegates will include 
not only harbour masters but professional people 
associated with the maritime industry world-wide.

An advance party comprising International 
Harbour Masters Association president Captain 
Alan Coghlan and secretary Mike Hadley visited 
Captain Atkinson in January to see venues and 
meet event organisers.

“We have no members from China or other parts of 
the Far East and there is huge expansion in maritime 

			   Storeman Peter  
		  Vlasich retires  
	 after full life
Fremantle Ports’ Inner Harbour maintenance 
storeman Peter Vlasich retired recently after  
23 years’ service.

Peter came to Fremantle Ports after an amazing  
life which began in Prizba on Korcula off the 
Dalmatian coast.

He was born under an olive tree in 1937 and 
wrapped in a horse blanket. A woman riding  
past came to the aid of his mother, who had  
been working in the olive grove.

Peter’s early childhood was spent in terror and 
deprivation during WWII, his island occupied  
by Italian and German forces. His partisan father 
was arrested and tortured, the torture resulting in 
permanent disability. A 19-year-old cousin was shot 
dead walking 200 metres home after the 6pm curfew.

Peter and his parents were evacuated to a refugee 
camp in Egypt. Returning home, Peter tried to 
escape by taking the family’s fishing boat to Italy  
but got caught in a storm. He was rescued but  
jailed by border control.

Peter’s father then helped him migrate to Australia. 
He joined his uncle in Broken Hill and worked as a 

Chris Leatt-Hayter

Captain Allan Gray

Captain Eric Atkinson (L), with IHMA president Captain Alan 
Coghlan and IHMA secretary Mike Hadley

Peter Vlasich with a giant tomato grown in his vegetable garden
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painter and plasterer, then as a bartender.  
Married in 1962, Peter went down the mines.  
He lost a childhood friend in a mining accident.

When Peter and his family came west in 1979,  
he worked in the building industry, on an oil rig 
and at the Argyle diamond mine, before doing 
maintenance in preparation for the America’s Cup. 
He joined Fremantle Ports as a labourer in 1985.

Made a leading hand on the building of Rous  
Head and work on No. 12 berth, he started in  
the storeroom after returning from his father’s 
funeral in Croatia in 1991.

Peter, who says he was happy at Fremantle Ports, 
intends spending more time with his four grandchildren 
and tending his vegetable garden in Beaconsfield.

trade in the region,” he said. “So it’s important to 
expose more people to the value of the IHMA.”

This will be the first time that this prestigious IHMA 
event has been brought to the Australasian region.
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		 Top marks  
			 for WA ports  
	 environmental group
A group of WA port environmental officers 
who first met in 2004 to discuss common issues 
has been recognised for its efforts and been the 
catalyst for a ports safety group.

“The environmental officers got together 
because they felt a need to discuss common 
environmental issues, to support each other 
and to ensure they didn’t work in isolation,” 
Fremantle Ports’ Port Environmental Advisor 
Emma McCauley said.

“It’s a really useful group. We get so much 
benefit from communicating regularly with  
each other, bouncing ideas off each other  
and working to help ensure there is  
uniformity in environmental regulation  
of our ports,” said Emma.

“Our group’s value has now been recognised  
by the WA ports and we have become an 
official group under WAPAA (Western 
Australian Port Authorities Association).

“This has given the group a lot more influence 
and we’re going from strength to strength. 
WAAPA has been impressed by what we’ve 
achieved and has set up a similar group of port 
safety officers.”
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Fremantle Ports is committed to working with local schools in the Fremantle and Kwinana-
Rockingham areas to support education, increase understanding in the community of the role  
of the maritime industry and the port, and to support schools in key areas of mutual interest,  
such as environmental sustainability. Some recent initiatives are:

Maritime Studies 
scholarships announced

Former Hillman 
Primary School 
students Jenaya 
Collard, Chloe 
May and Shay 
Ihaka have been 
awarded Fremantle 
Ports Scholarships 
to undertake the 
Year 8 Maritime 
Studies course at 
Rockingham Senior 

High School this year. Hillman PS dux Todd 
Morley was also awarded a Fremantle  
Ports scholarship.

Rockingham Senior  
High School
Rockingham SHS students Robert Honey, Brady 
Johnston, Tyler Harrison and Michael Hall were 
celebrating after being awarded Fremantle Ports 
scholarships for 2009. Principal Kerry Chipchase 
commended the awardees for displaying excellence 
in academic performance in Maritime Studies.

Ms Chipchase also wrote to thank Fremantle 
Ports for the annual scholarships and forwarded 
thanks and feedback from previous winners.  
These included Jordan Beaven, who said the 
scholarship motivated him to excel in his  
school work because people believed in him, 
and Jordain King, who said it proved to her  
that she could succeed if she set her mind to it.

City of Cockburn 
Community Development 
Strategy
Fremantle Ports has endorsed funding  
proposals linked to education through the City of 
Cockburn’s Community Development Strategy, 
with two Cockburn area schools provided with 
funding to develop key environmental projects. 
Harmony Primary School’s project involves 
“greening the school community” and includes 
planting mature trees to develop a shade area. 
South Coogee Primary School’s project is called 
“bringing the birds” and will provide seating for 
children among waterwise native shrubs and plants 
that will attract small birds native to the area.

Kulunga Aboriginal Kindy, 
Hilton Primary School
Fremantle Ports provided 
funds for a limestone 
block surrounding wall 
to contain sand beneath 
playground equipment 
that was moved from the 
former Korilla School 
site in Coolbellup to the 
kindergarten grounds. 
The brightly coloured 
playground structure 
features two slides,  
ramps and climbing  
frames and now sits  
on an enclosed sandpit.

1 Cliff St Fremantle, Western Australia, 6160    
Tel: +61 8 9430 3555    Fax: +61 8 9336 1391    
Website: www.fremantleports.com.au     
Email: mail@fremantleports.com.au

We invite your comments  mail@fremantleports.com.au or for further details see below
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Pilot boat Parmelia

Schools report

Fremantle Ports’ Community 
Relations Coordinator Helen 
Elliott presents Chloe May with 
a Fremantle Ports scholarship

Kulunga Kindy children enjoy their new 
playground equipment

Pilot boat crew rescues 
stricken yacht

Cruise visit update

A racing yacht owner and his crew are very 
grateful for the efforts of a Fremantle Ports  
pilot boat crew for saving their yacht from 
smashing against South Mole.

Peter Fellowes and Dave McDonald were 
returning a pilot to port on Parmelia one evening 
when Vessel Coordination Officer Mick Bailey called 
them from the Signal Station, asking them to help 
a 32-foot racing yacht just outside the harbour.

The yacht, which had its mast down and a 
problem with its motor, was nearly on the  
rocks, with the anchor dragging and the skipper 
and two crew looking very distressed.

				    When the cruise liner Athena departs  
			   Fremantle on 27 March, it will mark the  
		  26th cruise vessel visit to Fremantle in  
	 the 2008 – 2009 cruising season, which began 
on 29 October 2008.

On 2 May, the Sun Princess will start a series  
of visits running through to 25 August before  
the next season starts again in November.

As befits such a busy season, there have been a 
number of maiden voyages to Fremantle, including 
the cruise liners Diamond Princess, Dawn Princess, 
Athena and Arcadia.

The new Cunard Queens will be visiting Fremantle 
next year — the 2000-passenger Queen Victoria 
in February and the 3090-passenger Queen Mary 
2 in March. The 151,000 tonne Queen Mary 2 is a 
huge liner which cruises at 28.5 knots and made 
its maiden voyage in January 2004. Its maiden visit 
to Sydney last year caused major traffic jams as 
people crowded to see it.

There will be an estimated 30,000 passengers  
and 10,000 crew members visiting or passing 
through Fremantle as a result of these cruise  
visits to 30 June 2009. A total of 16,470 passengers 
and 5748 crew came through Fremantle from  
29 October to 15 February.

Terminal refurbishment
To improve facilities for cruise passengers and 
the general public, Fremantle Ports is currently 
upgrading the Fremantle Passenger Terminal.

The $2 million upgrade includes a revamped  
car park design, new pedestrian walkway,  
new portable ramps for people with disabilities, 
repainting some internal walls, a new public 
address system, refurbished toilets and an  
upgrade of the old shop fronts in the upper  
foyer to provide more space and improve  
the flow of passengers through the building.

While some of the upgrades have been completed, 
Fremantle Ports is still in the process of undertaking 
these improvements and it is hoped to have the 
majority of these done by the end of this year.

“It was about 100 metres from South Mole and 
the 20-25 knot sea breeze would have smashed  
it against the rocks within minutes,” Peter said.

After taking the yacht in tow, Peter and Dave 
went back and retrieved the anchor which had 
broken away, managing to return it when the 
motor problem had been corrected and the  
yacht was heading up river.

Yacht owner John Bell said he had called Fremantle 
Ports’ Signal Station when he realised there was not 
enough time for help from Fremantle Sea Rescue.

“When I was told that the pilot boat crew 
were coming to our rescue, I was embarrassed 
to be wasting the time of busy professionals, 
but they just smiled and called out words of 

encouragement and instruction as they threw me 
a line,” he said. 

“I was taken aback by their kindness, goodwill and 
generosity. I was so relieved and thankful to the 
staff involved, as I felt that I was about to wreck 
and lose my dream yacht.”
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