
    page     1

S e p tem   b er     2 0 0 8

Fremantle Ports’ Harbour Master, Captain Eric 
Atkinson, is retiring after 29 years at Fremantle 
Ports and 20 years as Harbour Master — 
possibly the longest period of any harbour  
master in Australia.

Captain Atkinson, who came ashore after  
years at sea to become a pilot and subsequently 
Harbour Master at the age of 43, says he’s the 
longest serving harbour master because he was 
the youngest ever when he started.

“Most harbour masters served 10 or 12 years 
because they’d had almost a whole life at sea 
before they started,” he said. “Fremantle Ports 
took a chance on appointing me.”

Captain Atkinson was born in Banff, Scotland, 
with a sea captain father and grandfather. After 
attending Gordonstoun School, he joined Alfred 
Holt and Co/Ocean Fleet Ltd as a Ships Officer 
Cadet sailing out of Liverpool in the early 1960s. 
His first voyage to Australia was in August 1962 
and he was Second Officer on the passenger 
vessel Centaur operating between Fremantle and 
Singapore in 1970 and 1971. He spent seven years 
as Master of an oil rig supply vessel working with 
drill ships in the Bass Strait and in the north-west 
of Australia, at one stage delivering foodstuffs 
from Broome to Darwin immediately following 
Cyclone Tracy, and later specialising in oil well 
head recovery in the Bass Strait.

As Harbour Master, he has overseen the growth 
of container ships and been awarded the rare, 
prestigious Order of the Rising Sun with Gold 
Rays and Rosette from the Emperor of Japan  
for his service to a Japanese ship that visited 
Fremantle over many years. Captain Atkinson 
started at the port in 1979 at the beginning of  
the container ship trade.

“In those days, the largest container ship was 
about 224m long. Now they’re 290m long and 

we’re looking at 325m, an increase of 100m  
— and you know how long that is if you run it.”

He was a pilot during the America’s Cup 
challenge and responsible for Fremantle Ports’ 
waters during significant events, such as the 
Whitbread and the Clipper around-the-world 
yacht races, the return of Jon Sanders and David 
Dicks following their single-handed sails around 
the world, and the berthing of American  
non-nuclear ships in the Inner Harbour.

He was instrumental in working with O’Brien 
Maritime, the Fremantle Pilots and BP Australia 
for the introduction of the computerised draft-
enhancing technology Dynamic Under-Keel 
Clearance in 1994.

“Fremantle Ports, in liaison with BP, was the  
first in the world to use it for deep draft container 
ships arriving in port, and we continued to develop 
the system and work with the creators of the 
program to progress it to the point where it’s 
now installed in 16 ports around the world,” 
Captain Atkinson said. “We are particularly 
proud of it because it improves maritime safety 
and it improves economy for our clients, allowing 
ships to safely add extra cargo. We take the risk 
out of handling deep draft ships while maximising 
their assets by this system which calculates the 
ship’s motions and predicts how much clearance 
it will have the whole time it transits the port.”

He also worked hard to get the International 
Maritime Organisation to bring in regulations  
for anchoring and mooring equipment after a 
Fremantle Ports employee lost his leg when a 
defective mooring line with an illegal splice parted 
and created a whip action where the mooring 
party were standing on the wharf. Safe mooring 
procedures developed at Fremantle Ports under 
Captain Atkinson’s guidance have been adopted 
in many ports internationally.

He is one of the vice presidents of the 
International Harbour Masters Association, and  
a regular observer at the International Maritime 
Organisation Headquarters in London.

Another function of Captain Atkinson’s position 
has been the coordination of security with State 
and Federal police during port visits by royalty 
and heads of state.

“I’ve also been involved in enhancing maritime 
security in the port since 9/11 and this has taken 
up a lot of my time since 2002-03,” he said.

He is currently heavily involved in Federal 
Government working groups that are developing 
specific regulatory requirements for cruise  
ship security.

While Captain Atkinson will retire from  
his position, he’ll still be actively involved in 
maritime operations and will be on a part-time 
casual contract at Fremantle Ports to take on 
special projects. He will also act on behalf of  
WA ports to coordinate the next International 
Harbour Masters’ Congress to be held in Perth  
in April 2010.

Long-serving Harbour 
Master retires

Amber Port
The amber light of evening casts a softening glow 
over the Inner Harbour’s industrial landscape in 
Amber Port, a photograph taken by Senior 
Customer Support Officer Peter Lee. 

Peter has contrasted the quiet of Victoria Quay 
and the calm harbour with the bright busy lights of 
North Quay, and made a superb still life image of 
the harbour.

Captain Eric Atkinson
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Fremantle Ports is developing closer links with 
local schools to help improve understanding of 
the port and its importance to the community.

Rockingham Senior High School, which has 
a maritime studies stream, has with our help 
introduced a curriculum module on port-
related studies. Other secondary schools in 
the port area that have expressed interest in 
partnering with Fremantle Ports include South 
Fremantle Senior High School and Gilmore 
College, in Kwinana.

Education is one of the major areas of 
responsibility for Fremantle Ports’ Social 
Sustainability Coordinator Jane Edwards, 
who is in discussions with Hillman Primary 
School Deputy Principal Rod Graham 
about developing a modified version of the 
Rockingham SHS curriculum module for the 
primary school.

“Hillman Primary School is a feeder school 
into Rockingham so the port module will link 
in well,” Jane said.

Meanwhile, the Federal Court of the Company 
of Master Mariners has asked if it could publish 
papers presented to its WA branch by two 
Rockingham SHS students.

Manager Marine and Port Operations Captain 
Allan Gray, who is Deputy Branch Master of 
the Company of Master Mariners, heard the 
students’ presentations. He said they “did the 
school proud” at the meeting, and obviously 
“reflected the passion and dedication of the 
school staff”.

Allan, who takes an active interest in  
and contributes to the education program, 
said the Company of Master Mariners was 
interested in liaising with the school on an 
oral history of the maritime industry in WA 
— a project suggested by the school.

A butterfly house educational facility has been 
created at Naragebup Rockingham Regional 
Environment Centre thanks to hard work from 
volunteers and Fremantle Ports’ sponsorship.

The special enclosure, which was officially 
opened recently and features the spectacular 
monarch, a local species, has been a hit with 
the community.

The new facility has built on the success of  
a small butterfly display and walk created 
some years ago, also with assistance from 
Fremantle Ports.

“The display of cocoons and the hatching  
of butterflies was a successful attraction, 
delighting the children and fascinating adults,” 
Naragebup founder Bob Goodale said.

“So we thought it worthwhile having a bigger 
display, with interpretive signage, to showcase 
the butterfly’s life, detailing their habitat 
requirements, their local haunts, nourishment 
needs and life cycle events.”

Manager External Affairs Ainslie de Vos said 
sponsoring the butterfly house was the latest 
in an ongoing relationship with Naragebup 
since Bob and his late wife Ann had the idea of 
creating an environmental educational centre.

“They had no facilities so one of the early ways 
we helped them was buying a sea container  
to put their tools and things in,” Ainslie said.

“Another was signage for a nature trail, then 
fencing for an eco playground and recently we 
selected the butterfly house from a wish-list 
we asked them for.

“Seeing a butterfly lifts people’s spirits and 
everyone loves them.

“It’s important to understand them and we’ve 
been very pleased to have the opportunity to 
help Naragebup because it’s making a real 
contribution to environmental education.”

Fremantle Ports was one of the major sponsors 
of the 2008 WA Youth Environment Conference 
held in September. The conference was based 
on a “kids teaching kids” model with Years 5 
to 11 students from a range of schools providing 
40-minute presentations on environmental 
projects to their peers. Fremantle Ports CEO 
Kerry Sanderson delivered the keynote address.

WO R K I N G  W I T H  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Support for youth  
environment conference

Forging links with local schools

Fremantle Ports 
supports butterfly 
educational facility

Hillman Primary School students Matt, Ashley, TeArani and 
Genevieve with school staff Rod Graham and Wayne McKay, 
and Fremantle Ports’ Jane Edwards

Bob Goodale and Ainslie de Vos with a delighted young 
butterfly watcher

(From left) Customer Support Officer Osman Hende, Administrative 
Assistant Joanna McGuire, Property Officer Andria Al-Ali and 
Financial Projects Officer Johanna Frankenberger

Fremantle Ports staff “turned up the volume” 
dress-wise on 12 September to support the 
Telethon Speech and Hearing Centre, and in 
the process raised $3,000 to help deaf children.

The fundraising initiative is close to the hearts 
of many at Fremantle Ports, as employee Jim 
Coubrough’s son Izaac (5) attends the centre’s 
Chatterbox Kindergarten class.

Izaac, who is profoundly deaf, has a cochlear 
implant that has changed his life, according to 
his mum Rachel, a strong supporter of Loud 
Shirt Day.

“Izaac’s been going to the Telethon Speech  
and Hearing Centre for five years since he was 
diagnosed and he now has the opportunity to 
live a normal life,” Rachel said. “He just 
wouldn’t be the same child without the  
help he’s had.”

Loud Shirt Day is an annual fundraising  
initiative organised by Telethon Speech and 
Hearing, a charitable organisation that teaches 
hearing-impaired children to listen and speak.

Loud shirts, big hearts

Fremantle Ports employee Jim Coubrough and his son Izaac 
get ready for Loud Shirt Day

A group of 25 secondary school geography 
teachers, attending the Geographical 
Association of WA conference in Fremantle in 
August, visited Fremantle Ports administration 
building for a presentation. The teachers were 
provided with an overview of port operations 
and Fremantle Ports’ schools program, 
particularly the work with Rockingham  
SHS’s maritime program.

Geography teachers visit



The world’s oldest ocean-going passenger vessel, 
the MV Doulos, is returning to Fremantle in October.

Two years younger than the Titanic, the Doulos 
brings a diverse international crew and the 
world’s largest floating bookshop. When the 
Doulos last visited Fremantle in 1999, more  
than 17,000 visitors flocked on board.

This will be its last-ever visit to WA as it is 
retiring in 2010.

The ship has 330 volunteer crew from 50 nations, 
including former Fremantle Ports Deputy Harbour 
Master Ashley McDonald, who is the captain.  
It has been a ‘floating United Nations’ for over 29 

years and more than 20 million people around 
the world have walked up its gangways.

The Doulos experience is Christian-based and 
includes cultural exchange programs, community 
service initiatives, an international café and a 
floating book fair.

Touring the ship

The Doulos will be open to the public 11-27 
October, 10am – 10pm Tuesdays to Saturdays  
and 2pm - 10pm Sundays and Mondays, at  
C Berth, Victoria Quay. There is a charge for tours. 
To book tours or find out more information, please 
visit www.doulosdownunder.org.au
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Classic International Cruises is home-basing 
its biggest passenger ship, Athena, in Fremantle 
between December 2008 and March 2009, with 
12 visits scheduled.

Classic has previously home-based the Funchal. 
Athena will make its maiden visit to Fremantle 
on 20 December.

Carrying 650 passengers, the yacht-like, traditional 
Athena has 276 cabins across eight decks.

Voyages will include a 10-night round cruise 
to Bali, a 39-night voyage from the UK to 
Fremantle, a three-day New Year cruise  
and a cruise to Adelaide.
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New cruise season begins
Maiden visit for Athena

Historic ship MV Doulos returns to Fremantle

Fremantle Ports has retained its certification  
to safety (AS/NZS 4801), environmental (ISO 
14001) and quality (ISO 9001) systems after 
undergoing its annual audit by auditors from  
SAI Global.

SAI’s two senior auditors said a number of 
improvements had been made since their previous 
audit, particularly against identified gaps.

They mentioned in particular projects to improve 
import shed roof doors and the permit to work 
compliance at the Kwinana Bulk Terminal, and 
the significant improvements to “housekeeping” 
in both the Kwinana Bulk Jetty and Inner 
Harbour workshops.

They also mentioned good monitoring and 
management of legal compliance, innovations  
in navigational aids and the Kwinana Bulk 
Terminal’s real-time dust monitoring.

Certification to the rigorous international 
environmental standard ISO 14001 is a key tool 
used by Fremantle Ports to ensure we operate 
in a way that protects the environment.

Fremantle Ports will continue to give priority  
to safety and the environment.

Triple 
certification 
retained

The coming, traditional spring and summer cruising 
season from Fremantle will extend for the first 
time to mid-winter 2009 as the popularity of this 
form of holiday grows.

The season begins on 29 October with the visit  
of the liner Amsterdam to the Fremantle Passenger 
Terminal and is scheduled to conclude on 25 
August 2009 with a visit by the super-liner  
Sun Princess.

In between those dates, there will be a total of 32 
cruise vessel visits to Fremantle including Athena, 
Seven Seas Mariner, Bremen, Pacific Venus, Arcadia, 
Rotterdam, Diamond Princess, Rhapsody of the Seas 
and Crystal Serenity. Athena

MV Doulos in Sydney
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Fremantle Ports congratulates CEO Kerry 
Sanderson on her appointment to the role of 
Agent General for Western Australia in London.
After 17 years as CEO of Fremantle Ports, Kerry 
will replace current Agent General Noel Ashcroft 
in November, moving to her new office in the 
Australia Centre.

The Agent General’s role in London is to 
represent the interests of the Government of 
Western Australia in the United Kingdom and 
other countries of the European Union.  
It involves both a diplomatic function and  
one of facilitating trade and investment.

Many countries within the European Union are 
already major trade and investment partners for 
WA, including the United Kingdom, Germany, 
France and Italy. In addition to these countries, 

emerging markets in Central and Eastern Europe, 
such as Russia, represent important future 
business destinations for WA companies.

In meeting its key objectives, the Agent General 
and the London Office operate across the full 
range of government ministerial portfolios. The 
ability to represent effectively on a whole-of-
government basis is enhanced by the fact that the 
Agent General reports directly to the Premier.

Kerry will become the 27th Agent General 
since the office was established in 1892, prior 
to Federation, to purchase heavy equipment for 
infrastructure such as rail, water and ports from 
the UK for the fast-developing Swan River colony. 
Since then, its focus has depended on the needs 
of the time, such as migration and trade.

New challenge for Kerry Sanderson

Kerry Sanderson
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Fremantle Ports is sponsoring local artists 
Angela Rossen and Susie Marwick for an  
artist-in-residence/partnership program, which 
will culminate in an exhibition of port-related 
paintings at the Kidogo Arthouse, coinciding 
with the 2008 Festival of Fremantle in November.

The exhibition will express the vitality of the 
port in all aspects of its working life: ships under 
steam, berthing, loading, unloading, tugs, pilot 
boats at work, cranes, containers, workers  
and the general movements of the harbour.

As part of our commitment to youth and 
education, a primary school photography 
competition is being held in conjunction with 
the partnership. Primary school students are 
invited to send Fremantle Ports their photos of 
the working port by 24 October to be eligible 
for great prizes. Winning photographs will be 
displayed at the exhibition.

More information on the photography 
competition is available on our website.

Local artists’ partnership

1 Cliff St Fremantle, Western Australia, 6160    
Tel: +61 8 9430 3555    Fax: +61 8 9336 1391    
Website: www.fremantleports.com.au     
Email: mail@fremantleports.com.au

We invite your comments  mail@fremantleports.com.au or for further details see below

ISO 9001 LicQEC20949 
SAI Global 

AS-NZS 4801 LicOHS20045 
SAI Global 

ISO 14001 LicCEM20114 
SAI Global 

Certified 
Environmental 
Management 

Occupational 
Health 

and Safety 

Quality 
Endorsed 
Company #7
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The 14 new webcam views now available on 
Fremantle Ports’ website bring the working 
port to the world.

All the views — refreshed every minute 
— come from one webcam and have been 
provided by Fremantle Ports in response to 
customer interest. Previously, there was only 
one view provided on the website.

Now, shipping agents can use it to check when 
their ships are in port.

You can see the busy port at work and follow 
a ship all the way down the harbour by clicking 
on the different views.

Link 

International award for 
hydrographer

Peter Hughes Drive extension

14 port views from new webcam

Fremantle Ports’ Vessel Traffic Manager Alec 
Millett has been recognised by the Australasian 
Hydrographic Society for his voluntary efforts in 
promoting hydrography – the science and art of 
marine exploration.

Alec was awarded a rare individual award, 
the Patron’s Letter of Appreciation, by the 
International Federation of Hydrographic 
Societies in June.

“Hydrography has been fundamental to Australia 
since early European discovery and continues 
to this day with incredible technology used 
for offshore exploration, charting and marine 
environmental monitoring,” Alec said.

“A recent example of the important role 
hydrographers play was the use of remotely 
operated vehicles, side scan sonars, cameras  
and positioning systems in finding the wrecks  
of HMAS Sydney (II) and HSK Kormoran.

“The tools of the hydrographer’s trade enabled 
the relatives of crews of these ships to have 
some closure on the mystery which captivated  
a nation for so long.

“Receiving the Patron’s award was quite 
humbling but nice affirmation that the effort 
I’m putting in is working for the benefit of 
members,” Alec said.

Alec said that in applying the Dynamic  
Under-Keel Clearance system to maximise draft 

capacity for the bigger ships, Fremantle Ports 
used the latest in multibeam sonar technology 
and software used for charting, along with 
modern environmental sensors.

Alec is Chairman of the Society’s WA Region, 
which also covers South Australia and has about 
70 active members. His elected voluntary role 
has consumed many out-of-work hours for the 
past two years. Alec arranges meetings and 
seminars on undersea research, exploration and 
technology for the benefit of society members 
and related businesses, including the booming 
offshore oil and gas industry.

“The role is a challenging and dynamic one in a 
very interesting and specialist professional field,” 
Alec said.

Alec Millett looks at different underwater perspectives of the 
Inner Harbour

Joshua Gonsalves  
has been given an 
opportunity to realise 
a childhood dream  
by being selected as 
Fremantle Ports’ first 
Maritime Trainee.

The former Mandurah 
Senior College student 
and keen fisherman 
was just 11 when he 
decided he wanted  
to be a skipper on  
a charter boat.

Now 17, he’s already 
done a bit of deckhand work on a charter boat 
and been on fishing charters, once landing an 
amazing prize catch – a 17kg dhufish.

After finishing Year 12 last year, he completed a 
four-month deck cadet course at Challenger TAFE.

Manager Marine and Port Operations Allan  
Gray spoke to the students on the course about 
Fremantle Ports’ decision to offer a Maritime 
Traineeship, and Joshua won the position from  
the other applicants.

After a week’s induction, he was off on a BP ship, 
for four months.

“I’m very excited about it all,” he said, “and 
looking forward to learning the different aspects 
of the port and shipping.”

Allan Gray said Fremantle Ports was sponsoring  
a trainee to contribute to the maritime industry.

“Ports are the end users of maritime skills and  
as there is a huge shortage of skilled mariners  
we wanted to encourage young people into the 
industry,” he said. “Thanks to Fremantle Ports’ 
close cooperation with BP Shipping, I was able  
to approach Captain Brett Whiteoak about taking 
Joshua on board the British Fidelity, which works 
around the Australian coast.

“Now that we’re sponsoring Joshua, Fremantle 
Ports will reimburse his TAFE fees and will give 
him the opportunity to go into the new port–
pilot training program at Challenger TAFE.”

Fremantle Ports is seeking to provide additional 
maritime traineeships in the coming years.

Our first maritime trainee

Road works to extend Peter Hughes Drive,  
on Victoria Quay, will begin soon.

The extension is in accordance with the Phillimore 
Street Integrated Master Plan (2005), which is 
available on Fremantle Ports’ website  
(www.fremantleports.com.au).

The road, which presently runs from Gate 2 on 
the northern side of the railway line to between 
D Shed and the Fremantle train station, will be 
extended west along the railway line until it 
intersects with Cliff Street.

There should be minimal disruption to parking during 
the works, which will start in mid-October 2008.
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Joshua Gonsalves

www.fremantleports.com.au/
Webcam.asp




